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CENTRAL INDIANA FIRST STEPS  
LOCAL PLANNING & COORDINATING COUNCIL 

Cluster G Executive Committee  
January 10, 2020 

 
Present: Debbi Davis-Cluster G SPOE, Terri Holmes-Parent, Jason Berty-CTC, Jill 
Sanders-Accord, Katherine Hargreaves-ESC, Victoria Ballard-Indpls Healthy Start, Sarah 
Bailey-Infancy Onward, Angie Dick-SPOE, Stacy Williams-LPCC, Katarina Groves-
LPCC 
 

Agenda Items  Discussion  Action Items  
Welcome/Introductions   No introductions were needed.   
Annual Meeting 
Planning 

 Stacy provided an overview of the Annual 
Meeting. It will take place on May 8th and Anne 
Marie Fessler is looking into the Warren Township 
Center as a possible venue.  

 Katarina shared her contact with Ivy Tech as a 
possible site. It will cost $325 for the room fee, 
plus the in-house catering is a little bit expensive 
and everything is a la carte. The group agreed that 
it would be better to find a venue that was more 
reasonable. 

 Sarah shared her concern that the IAEYC 
Conference will be on May 8th this year and may 
cause people to not be able to attend the meeting. 
Jill shared that she had not attended a conference 
through them in years and didn’t feel like this 
would affect many attendees. 

 Jason inquired whether ProKids could host again 
this year. Stacy felt that the space was a little tight 
at about 60 people. 

 Stacy shared that she had attended events at St. 
Luke in the Castleton area. Katherine agreed to 
check and see if she had some kind of connection 
there.  

 Katarina shared that Crossroads had said they 
could not host a group of our size. Katherine 
wondered about this and agreed to recheck and see 
what the status and accommodations would be. 

 Stacy shared that for a potential speaker for the 
luncheon it might be nice to ask Karen Glander’s 
son DJ to speak. Stacy  recently interviewed him 
for a success piece for First Steps. He is an adult 
now and doing very well. Would be nice to hear 
him speak about his experiences. She noted that 
Angela Touseull and her daughter Alex would 
always be a good option, or Jake Stein from the 
ICC or Angie Murray who used to be a SC for the 

 Confirm a venue for 
the Annual Meeting. 

 Katherine will look 
into St. Luke’s to see 
what the policies are 
for having an event 
there, as well as 
check with ESC again 
to see if it can be a 
potential venue. 

 Stacy will reach out 
to DJ to see if he will 
be this year’s speaker. 
Katherine will check 
with her SLP to see if 
she is willing if he 
cannot. 

 Katarina will email 
agencies to get 
provider nominees for 
this year’s event. 
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program.  Katherine mentioned that ESC has an 
SLP with autism who has an interesting story. 

 The group agreed that Stacy would ask DJ first to 
see if he was willing to participate and Katherine 
would check with her SLP to see if she would be 
willing to be a back-up. 

 Stacy shared that she wanted to give Jason a break 
from MC duties at the meeting. Victoria 
volunteered to MC this year’s event. Stacy agreed 
to meet with her and go over particulars for that 
day.  

 The group agreed that the council should continue 
to award the Champion of First Steps Award. It 
was agreed that Dr. Giese and Kim Dodson from 
the ARC and Hannah Carlock, Director of Public 
Policy at the ARC, should all be recipients of this 
year’s award. 

 The theme for this year’s event will be a 
celebration of 30 years for the First Steps program.  

 A discussion ensued surrounding the Provider 
Awards. Katarina will email agencies at the end of 
the month asking for nominees from each agency. 
Debbi felt it would be nice to recognize years of 
service as many providers have been in the 
program for many years. It was agreed that 
agencies would be told that years of service could 
be one criteria for nominations. 

 Katherine liked the photo spot opportunity last 
year and hoped that it could continue. She took 
pictures with her provider award recipient.  

 The group wanted to make sure that Specialty 
Providers were invited and it would be nice to have 
a Specialty Provider Award as well. 

 The group agreed that there would not be a retreat 
portion at this year’s luncheon. 

Outreach Efforts   Stacy acknowledged that the idea to hold an event 
for stakeholders and legislators was not able to 
happen timing wise. She noted that it had been 
attempted in another cluster and not one legislator 
showed up.  

 She shared that she had completed the success 
story with DJ and she is working on pulling it 
together to send to legislators. 

 The plan will be to do a number of these stories. 
Sarah Muir with Riley has a daughter who received 
PT services and is now doing very well and is a 
dancer. She has agreed to do a piece as well. 

 Terri shared that she would always be willing to do 

 The group 
agreed to 
think of 
potential 
contacts for 
future success 
stories. 

 Victoria will 
check to see if 
First Steps can 
be a part of 
the Minority 
Health 
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a piece with her son Tanner. 
 Sarah shared that she had someone that she could 

reach out to as well to see if they are willing to 
participate in an outreach piece. 

 It was agreed that the First Steps Annual Report, 
data and the success stories would be presented to 
stakeholders and legislators on an ongoing basis. 

 Victoria shared that Indpls Healthy Start will be 
participating in this year’s Minority Health 
Coalition’s  Lunch.. She agreed to look into if First 
Steps could also be a part of this event. 

Coalition’s 
Lunch event. 

Announcements/Close   No further business to discuss, the meeting was 
adjourned. 

 Next Meeting:  
Annual Meeting: TBD 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Katarina Groves 
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